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Saving lives in aftermath 


Wireless alerts: FCC finally orders 


Burn victims: Family, friends keep 
vigil during long, painful recovery 


By Evan Sernoffsky 


As firefighters snuff out the 
remaining hot spots in Wine 
Country, as families mourn the 
dead, and as devastated com- 
munities begin to shift their 
focus to renewal, Kathy Rior- 
dan continues her near-daily 
trips to the burn unit of St. 
Francis Memorial Hospital in 
San Francisco. 

For her family, moving for- 


ward is not yet possible. 

A month has passed since 
her younger brother, 55-year- 
old Michael Hanson, was 
found by a neighbor as he lay 
on a road near his rural home 
outside Santa Rosa, overcome 
by the Tubbs Fire as it surged 
west from Calistoga, consum- 
ing his home and thousands of 
others. When the threat was 
over, 22 people were 

Injuries continues on A20 
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» See The Chronicle’s com- 
plete fire coverage, including 
investigative reporting, 
interactive graphics, photo 
galleries, tributes to the lives 
lost, and information on 
how to find and offer help: 
www.sfchronicle.com/ 
north-bay-fires 


biggest carriers to 


By Carolyn Lochhead 
and Joaquin Palomino 


A potentially lifesaving 
emergency alert system that 
Sonoma County officials decid- 
ed against using during the 
deadly fires that swept 
through the area last month 
will finally get a long-planned 
upgrade, after nearly a year- 
long delay by the Trump ad- 
ministration. 


upgrade system 


All wireless carriers will be 
required to more specifically 
target the areas where cell 
phones would receive Wireless 
Emergency Alerts, or WEAs. 
Sonoma County officials said 
they did not send such an alert 
as the fires raged late on the 
night of Oct. 8 because it 
would have hit phones all 
across the county, possibly 
causing panic and 

Fires continues on A18 
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Symphony seeks 
worthy successor 


Music director who takes over podium from Thomas 
must reach diverse audience and embrace broad works 


By Joshua Kosman 


For nearly a quarter century, Michael Tilson Thomas 
has offered San Francisco Symphony patrons — and 
observers around the world — a virtuoso display of just 
how much can be accomplished by an orchestral music 
director with seemingly boundless reserves of energy, 
ambition and musical imagination. On his watch, the 
Symphony has become a byword for innovative pro- 
gramming, institutional vigor and a command ofa wide 
swath of orchestral repertoire, from Beethoven and 
Mahler through music of our time. 

Now the Symphony will have to find someone to fill 
those shoes when Thomas, 72, steps down after the 
2019-20 season — not only to command the role of 
music director as capably as he has, but to refashion 
the position to fit the distinctive challenges of Amer- 


ican cultural life in the 21st century. 

“Tf you look back at music director transitions 
from even 30 years ago, the set of considerations was 
much simpler,” said Jesse Rosen, president and chief 
executive officer of the League of American Orches- 
tras, an industry umbrella group. “You were looking 
for someone who could make good programs, put 
together good seasons and give great concerts. 

“But today, the challenges and opportunities ex- 
tend so much beyond that. There’s a much broader 
definition now of artistic leadership.” 

The roster of tasks facing the next San Francisco 
Symphony music director will be daunting and var- 
ied. It includes finding new ways of making the stan- 
dard repertoire speak directly to a younger and more 
diverse audience, including many for whom the 

Thomas continues on A10 


Michael Tilson Thomas, music director of the San Francisco Symphony since 1995, celebrates his 
70th birthday in 2015 with the orchestra as the audience at Davies Hall sings “Happy Birthday.” 


GOP seizes 
on gas tax 


to motivate 
2018 vote 


Ballot repeal measures 
seen as way to attract 
Republicans to polls 


By John Wildermuth 


When the price of gas went up 12-cents last 
week, thanks to a Democrat-backed state 
transportation bill, California Republicans 
responded with reproachful head shaking 
and murmurs of concern for those who will 
be paying higher prices. 

“Were overburdened with taxes in Califor- 
nia,” said Sue Caro, chairwoman of the Ala- 
meda County Republican Party and a state 
party official. “This just makes life more 
expensive, especially for low- and middle- 
income residents and seniors.” 

But behind the scenes there was likely 
backslapping and high fives as GOP officials 
beamed at the prospect of putting a gas tax 
repeal initiative on the November 2018 ballot 
that could bring out droves of tax-hating 
Republican voters. 

In a state where GOP registration is falling 
fast, Republicans are shut out of statewide 
offices and half the party’s Congress mem- 
bers are being targeted by anti-Trump Demo- 
crats, GOP leaders are fighting for any edge 
they might get, and the gas tax might be their 

Politics continues on A21 


INSIDE 


S.F. Police Commission votes 
to provide officers Tasers. 


What S.F. can learn about 
housing crisis by working 
with West Coast cities. 
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